
ARTHOG COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, HELD AT THE ARTHOG 

 VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY  4TH JUNE 2025 
 
1720:  THE CHAIR OPENED THE MEETING:  The current Chair Cllr Roberts opened the meeting and welcomed al those present. 
               PRESENT:   Cllr Roberts, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Mrs Langford, Cllr Mrs Woolley, Cllr Puddick, Cllr Narraway, Cllr Evans, Cllr Mrs 
Malloy arrived late.  The Clerk Angela Thomas and guest speaker Sylvia Stephenson. 
 
1721: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   Cllr Haycock, CG Cllr Louise Hughes.  No apologies from Cllr Green 
 
1722:  COUNCILLORS DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  No interests declared. 
 
1723:  SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR:   No special announcements from the Chair.    
 
1724:  CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON, Wednesday 7th May 2025.  The minutes were approved 
and seconded by Cllr Puddick and Cllr Mrs Langford. 
 
1725:  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING HELD ON Wednesday 7th May 2025:   There were no matters arising.  The current 
Chairman Cllr Roberts confirmed and signed the minutes as correct and then stepped down to allow for the Election of the new 
Chair. 
 
1726:  ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  The Vice Chairman Cllr Thomas was asked if he would step up to the position of Chair and he said 
yes, all present agreed and he was unopposed so stepped into the Chair.  The position of Vice Chair became vacant and after much 
discussion Cllr Puddick agreed to become Vice Chair, he was unopposed.  Proposed by Cllr Roberts and seconded by Cllr Narraway. 
It was also agreed that all the current representatives would stay in place, all agreed.  The Election of all officers was completed.  The 
new chair thanked Cllr Roberts for all his work over the past year. 
 

1727: CLERKS REPORT:    

  Clerk’s Report and Special Items Brought to Attention: 
(a)  Re-visit and adopt risk assessment filed with the Clerk.  Completed and all present confirmed that they had 

received a copy of the document. 
(b)  Re-visit and adopt Councillors’ Code of Conduct filed with the Clerk.  Completed and all present confirmed 

that they had received a copy of the document. 
(c)  Re-visit and adopt Councillors’ Register of Interests – There were no new additions to the register of interests.  

Cllr Green not being present, could not confirm that he still had an interest in the Golf Club. 
(d)  Re-visit and adopt Standing Orders filed with Clerk.  Completed and all present agreed they were familiar with 

the document. 
(e)  Re-visit and adopt Financial Regulations filed with Clerk.  Completed and all present agreed that they were 

familiar with the document 
(f)  Re-visit and adopt Asset Register.  There were additions to the asset register.  All present were made aware.  

The asset register is filed with the Clerk but available to inspection by all Officers. 
(g)  ROSPA safety Inspection Spring 2025.  The RoSPA safety inspection was completed early this year due to 

a concern from a parent regarding one piece of equipment.  All equipment in the Playpark was deemed to 
be up to safety standards.  The new nest swing was commissioned two weeks after the safety check but 
with guidance from the Inspector it was confirmed that it would meet all safety standards. 

(h)  Re-visit and adopt the Insurance Documents – filed with the Clerk.  The clerk had been advised by the 
Internal Auditor Cyngor Gwynedd that “Fidelity Insurance” should be added to the list of things covered 
by the Insurance document.  The Clerk said that this would be actioned this Autumn when the renewal 
application arrived. 

(i) Re-visit and Adopt Biodiversity statement.  The clerk had updated this document, and it had been updated 
on the Website. 

(j) Re visit and Adopt Equality and Diversity Statement.  The Clerk had updated this document, and it had 
been undated on the Website. 

(k) Signing off the Accounts 2024 to 2025.  Cyngor Gwynedd had completed the Internal Audit.  The Bank 
Accounts were all balanced to the penny.  There were a couple of points to take into account for the next 
year, but nothing was left outstanding.  The next stage will be to send the relevant documents to the Welsh 
Audit Office in Cardiff.  This is always a difficult exercise because the Welsh Audit Office do not seem to 
recognize that Community Council such as the ACC operate on a very small and tight budget and do not 
have the type of sophisticated equipment or office facilities enjoyed by larger Council’s.  The Clerk as 
always will do her best to placate the Welsh Audit Office.  It should be noted by Audit Wales that “one size 
does not fit all” 



(l) Resculpting Beach and shingle scrapes.  Due to tendering delays, license applications and other factors 
the shingle scrapes would not be completed this year.  However, with the Marine License in place for the 
resculpting exercise there should be no delay for the shingle scrapes next year. 

(m) Sylvia Stephenson attended the meeting to give a presentation regarding an application for a possible grant of £5000.00 
which the ACC could claim.  She outlined the requirements for the grant to proceed, if approved the funds would have 
to be spent on improving the look, facilities and vibrancy of Gwynedd’s towns and villages via the Community Council 
managing the distribution of the funds.  Lots of ideas were debated and eventually it was decided that the best approach 
would be to apply for funding using the following two reasons.  A bulb planting week involving all the clubs, committees, 
school, churches and activity venues, and enhancement of the playpark/tennis court by adding a piece of adult exercise 
equipment.  All local clubs, associations and committees would receive a letter from the ACC inviting them to apply 
and take part in this funding application. 
 

The Clerk reported on a further incident of a large vehicle trying to get down the steep hill in the Arthog Terrace.  She had 
asked Cyngor Council if they could attend, and they did send an officer to observe.  The clerk said that she would again write 
to Highways and ask if better signs could be used at the top and the bottom of the hill.  Damage is being done to the walls 
and ok trees on the hill and the road is subject to landslides. 

1728:  TO DEAL WITH ANY CORRESONDENCE OR PHONE CALLS:   A letter had been received from Sian Gwenllian member of 
the Senedd asking for support for the setting up of a Dental School in Bangor.  It was agreed that the ACC would support this 
suggestion. 

1729:  SPECIAL ITEMS BROUGHT TO ATTENTION:  Nil 
 
1730:  PLANNING MATTERS:  No planning matters concerning the three villages had been received.  However, the matter of the 
containers that had been placed on the land at the end of Heol Seithendre was discussed.  A meeting had taken place at the site with 
two enforcement officers from Cyngor Gwynedd and Louise Hughes with the Clerk from this Community Council.  The Owen 
Environmental officers had been invited but did not attend.  At the end of the visit the Senior Cyngor Gwynedd Officer confirmed that 
in his opinion it was in fact an “unauthorized” use of the existing planning permissions.  The appropriate letters and documents etc., 
would be sent out to Owen Environmental and they would have 21 days in which to reply.  It was pointed out that there is no quick fix 
to this situation and it could take quite some time to be sorted to the satisfaction of all. 
 
1731:  FINANCIAL MATTERS:  The Clerk had submitted the VAT return for 2024 to 2025.  An acknowledgement and payment had 
been received.  The Clerk had received a request for a donation from FAT, however, there was no copy of the latest accounts.  The 
Clerk requested a copy for this meeting, however, Stuart Eves dropped documents to the Clerk at 6.30pm prior to the meeting.  The 
first part of the Precept had also been received.  The grass in the Cemetery had had its second cut but no invoice has been received 
to date.  The Clerk had submitted forms, notes and paperwork to the Internal Auditor.  The Clerk had explained that she was a little 
late due to personal matters at home, however, it should all be submitted in a timely manner.  The Clerk asked all present for 
permission to pay the following by BACS and by cheque.  2nd Cut Cemetery £125.00.  (when received) Richard Narraway repairs 
£37.10.  One Voice Wales £296.00. Big Dug by BACS £349.00. Cyngor Gwynedd by BACS £1.00. ROSPA BACS £504.00. Clerk 
Playpark sign and Flowers and compost BACS £172.28.  Mr P Roberts Islaw’r Dref Cemetery Cut by BACS £200.00.  Approval was 
received from all present to pay all the bills.   
 
One of the sticking points raised by the Internal Auditors is the Cemetery Account and the fact that it costs £5.00 per month to run 
the account.  The Clerk had pointed out to the Auditors that the Cemetery Account does not benefit from Precept money, it is self-
financing by way of burials. It is of course not possible to predict when a burial will take place.  The Chair Cllr Thomas pointed out 
that all who are buried in the cemetery have by way of their family’s paid money for the upkeep of the Cemetery, therefore it would 
be against their wishes to amalgamate the Cemetery Account into the Current Account.  There are two possible solutions to this 
situation.  First and easiest would be to ask the bank if the Cemetery Account could become a deposit account only, therefore doing 
away with the cheque book.  A second more complicated solution would be to make the Cemetery a Charitable Trust.  These 
solutions will be investigated.  This will be carried forward to maybe the next meeting in order to safeguard the status of the Cemetery, 
ie something totally separate to Cyngor Gwynedd. 
   
1732:  COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS:  Cllr Puddick had been asked by various people about things for young 
people to do after school etc.  He suggested that those people interested contact the ACC directly rather than assuming that 
someone will pass concerns on to the Council.  Cllr Roberts reminded all present that before the breach was made that land was 
used for many out of school activities, and was well used.  Safeguarding is now a major concern when trying to initiate things to do 
that involve volunteers etc. 
  
1733:  REPRESENTATIVES REPORT:   
 

(a)  Fairbourne Partnership – Clerk – no report submitted. 



(b)  Golf Club Report – Cllr Roberts/Cllr Evans – Stuart Eves dropped a copy of the latest Agreement for James Green 
and Leo Mantle to the Clerk just before this meeting.  It is still to be signed. 

(c)  Fairbourne Amenities Trust Report – Cllr Roberts – nothing reported. 
(d)  Cemetery Report – Cllr Thomas/Clerk – Work has started on the repair to the pathways, and the grass has been cut. 
(e)  Flood Wardens Report – Cllr Puddick – Steady progress.  No NRW report submitted. 
(f) Playpark Representative – Cllr Narraway. 
(g) Keeping Fairbourne Looking Smart – Cllr Narraway/Cllr Evans.   Cllr Evans enquired whether it would be possible to 

have a sculpture or something along those lines to be placed on the Promenade opposite Penrhyn Bar and Grill.  
This will be discussed at maybe the next meeting.  Concerns were again raised about the possibility of children 
accessing the beach via the rock armour and falling in and getting trapped.  His has been raised before with no 
action taken. Cllr Narraway had litter picked and strimmed around the picnic benches.  There was quite a lot of litter 
disappointingly.  Once again portable BBQ’s and being left in the dunes and on the beach and pathways.  Just leave 
a footprint signs will be renewed by Joyce.  Salts garage has been sold and will be tidied up which is great news for 
the area. 

(h) Ditches and Waterways – All Councillors – No report 
(i) Village Hall and Signs/Murals – Cllr Mrs Woolley.  The new mural has been started. 
(j) Harbour Committee – No report submitted.   

1734:  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  The Clerk had attended a meeting at Dolgellau Police Station, for some reason the ACC had been 
missed off the list of invitees for previous meetings.  On the 18th June the Force Engagement van will be in Fairbourne at the shops 
from 10.00 am. 

 
1735:  DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 2nd July 2025 in Fairbourne Village Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 


